
 

Alleghany School Board Names Principals 

The Alleghany County School Board appointed Mrs. April Easton to serve as the 

principal at Mountain View Elementary School and Ms. Kimberly Crandall to serve as 

the principal at Clifton Middle School effective July 1, 2016.  

Mrs. Easton graduated from Covington High School in 1994.  She received her 

bachelor’s degree in health and physical education from Radford University in 1999.  

Mrs. Easton furthered her education and received her master’s degree in Educational 

Leadership from Radford University in 2007.      

Mrs. Easton began her career as a teacher and coach at Loudoun County High 

School in Leesburg, VA from 1999-2002.  She returned to the area and started with 

Alleghany County Public Schools in 2003 as a physical education teacher at Falling 

Spring and Callaghan Elementary Schools.   From 2007-2009, Mrs. Easton served as 

interim assistant principal at Alleghany High School, in addition to briefly teaching at 

Mountain View Elementary School.  In 2009, she became assistant principal at 

Alleghany High School and has remained in that position until now.    

April is married to Jay Easton and they have two children, Jayson and Corey, 

who are seventh graders at Clifton Middle School.  She is also a current coach with 

Alleghany Youth Sports and is a previous coach with local AAU teams.  She is also a 

member of South Covington United Methodist Church where she is co-director of the 

Children’s Church program. 

When asked about her appointment, Mrs. Easton stated, “I am honored for the 

opportunity to work with the students, staff, and parents of Mountain View Elementary 

School.  Alleghany County is my home and I am truly invested in the future of this 

community.  As the instructional leader, I desire to collaborate with staff and parents to 

provide innovative and creative ways to teach our students which will provide strong 

foundational skills for future successes.” 

Division Superintendent Gene Kotulka noted, “I am pleased and excited to have 

the opportunity to work with Mrs. Easton as the principal of Mountain View Elementary 

School and as a member of the school division leadership team.  In her role as assistant 

principal, she has spent a great deal of time working with teachers, children, and 

parents.  Mrs. Easton is a good listener and will continue to build a spirit of collaboration 

at Mountain View Elementary School. Her recognition of the importance of teachers and 

knowledge of instruction is exceptional.”  



Ms. Crandall graduated from Anderson University with a bachelor’s degree in 

English in 1988. Ms. Crandall furthered her education and received her master’s degree 

from Harvard University in 1998 and her administration endorsement from George 

Mason University.        

Ms. Crandall began her career as an English teacher and choral director in North 

Andover, Massachusetts.  She returned to Virginia as an English teacher at Prospect 

Heights Middle School from 2001-2003 and as an English teacher at Orange County 

High School from 2003-2007.   From 2007-2010 she served as the Instructional 

Coordinator for Orange County High School.  In 2010, Ms. Crandall accepted an 

assistant principal position for one year at Monticello High School in Charlottesville prior 

to moving to the principal position at Locust Grove Middle School located in Locust 

Grove, Virginia.      

Ms. Crandall is married to Benjamin Crandall. They have an eighteen-year-old 

son, Max, who graduated from high school last year.  In her spare time, she enjoys 

hiking and running, so with her family, she’s going to make Douthat State Park a regular 

destination. 

When asked about her appointment, Ms. Crandall stated, "I am so looking 

forward to meeting students, staff and parents of Clifton Middle. I am already deeply 

committed to this community and am excited to begin a rich process of 

collaboration to continue the tradition of CMS as a great place to learn and work." She 

continued, "Please email, call or visit over the next month. I want to learn about your 

priorities, your concerns and your ideas because only together can we move our 

students to the highest success and achievement possible." 

Alleghany County School Superintendent Gene Kotulka remarked, “I look forward 

to working with Ms. Crandall as principal of Clifton Middle School.  Her knowledge of 

middle school educational programs and experiences are extensive.  She is 

enthusiastic and is committed to helping all students achieve at the highest possible 

levels.  Her abundant energy, teambuilding skills, and emphasis on building a school 

community will continue Clifton Middle School’s quest for excellence.”   

A reception to meet both new principals will be held Thursday, June 23, 2016 

from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm in the Clifton Middle School cafeteria. 

 


